
 

 

Director, Target Discovery & Validation (permanent) – Cambridge, UK 

Mission Therapeutics is an early-stage drug development company targeting the ubiquitin pathway for the treatment 

of neurodegenerative disease, rare mitochondrial diseases and fibrosis.  The Company has built a leading platform for 

the discovery and development of first-in-class, small molecule drugs that selectively target deubiquitylating enzymes 

– an emerging drug class that is attracting significant commercial interest in the area of protein homeostasis.  Mission 

Therapeutics is ideally situated on the Babraham Research Campus at the heart of Europe’s largest biotechnology 

cluster.  

 

We have an exciting opportunity to join us in this new role at our Cambridge, UK based facilities.  

 

In this role you will be accountable for identification and validation of DUB targets for neurodegenerative, fibrotic and 

rare disease indications.  The role will develop and expand an existing target validation team.  The role will drive 

phenotypic screening strategies, understanding of substrates/basic mechanisms, species difference understanding, 

human disease tissue validation and mine databases in collaboration with bioinformatics.  The successful candidate 

should have experience of early program leadership and a drug-hunting mindset. 

 

Key responsibilities of the role will include: 
 

• Accountability for the design and execution of target discovery and validation approaches to support DUB 

inhibitor development in neurodegenerative, fibrotic and rare disease. 

• Drives the disease relevant phenotypic screening strategy in ND, fibrosis and rare disease, incorporating 

chemical and genetic screening. 

• Drives the strategy to identify target substrates/ligase partners and mechanisms of DUB regulation. 

• Drives the enhancement of the DUB discovery toolbox. 

• Ensures full integration of bioinformatics into target discovery/validation strategies, utilising state of the art 

bioinformatics approaches. 

• Leverages external scientific networks to enhance existing/new strategies in ND, fibrosis and rare disease. 

• Management/oversight of key academic collaborations to support TDV efforts. 

• Oversees clear communication of target rationale and project requirements to functional leads e.g. 

bioinformatics/translational science/bioanalytical/pharmacometrics. 

• Oversight of TDV research report production to support regulatory milestones. 

• Management and development of the target discovery and validation team at Mission. 

• Leads project teams from target ID to candidate, based on significant understanding of wider preclinical 

functions (pharmacology, toxicology, pharmacokinetics, CMC) and overall project strategy. 

• Contributes senior-level expertise to research in support of target selection, target validation, and preclinical 

development of compounds. 

• Full participation in R&D leadership team. 

• Mentors junior scientists on drug discovery and development. 

 

Qualifications, Skills and Experience 
 

• PhD qualified with substantial relevant industry experience gained over a number of years. 

• Deep expertise in neurodegenerative disease targets/pathways and systems for their validation.  Clear 

understanding of their relevance to human disease. 

• Good understanding of development challenges/opportunities for other relevant TAs (e.g. fibrosis, rare 

disease). 

• Program (to candidate) leadership experience. 

• Previous experience of effective team-leading and line management is highly desirable. 

• Excellent communication skills at both detailed and summarised levels. 

• Team player with ability to conduct independent research. 

• Able to quickly prioritise deliverables according to team and business requirements 

 



Benefits 
 
Soon to be located in new labs on the campus; we offer a competitive salary, along with a contributory pension scheme 

and other excellent benefits. 

 

This is an exceptional opportunity to join a fast-growing biotech company that is at a decisive stage in its development 

and to contribute to the development of a new class of medicines. 

 

If you would like to apply for this position, please send your CV with a covering letter to hr@missiontherapeutics.com  

 

The closing date for applications is 5th June 2020. 

 

In order to comply with UK employment legislation all applicants for positions at Mission must have the right to work in 

the UK.  In the event that a job offer is made, you will be required to provide evidence of your right to work in the UK 

before you commence employment with Mission. 

 

www.missiontherapeutics.com 

 

No agencies, thank you 

http://www.missiontherapeutics.com/

